In neonatology, the study of the skin has been slow in coming relative to the study of other organs, particularly the lung and the heart. In the past, much of the discussion of skin diseases of the newborn has revolved around the characterization of various skin rashes. Currently, however, the focus has shifted to the structure and function of the skin at the biochemical and molecular levels, its maturation with advancing gestational age, and abnormalities of genetic and acquired origins. The time is ripe therefore for a scholarly treatise on neonatal dermatology. The Textbook of Neonatal Dermatology, edited by Eichenfield, Frieden, and Esterly, is a unique reference source that should come in handy to the dermatologists, neonatologists, pediatricians, fellows and residents in training, nursing practitioners, and other students yearning to unlock the mysteries of the neonatal integument.
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The three editors and most of the 37 contributing authors are pediatric dermatologists with a special interest in neonatal skin diseases. With representation largely from the United States, but also from Australia, Canada, France, and Spain, this textbook is indeed an international endeavor. The coverage includes a diverse array of topics regarding the skin such as structural maturation and functional development, iatrogenic and traumatic injuries, bacterial and nonbacterial infections, eruptions of various causes, disorders of pigmentation, neoplastic and infiltrative diseases, and defects of the appendages. Each of the 27 chapters is organized meticulously and referenced thoroughly. Tables are used generously to highlight the key features such as diagnostic criteria, classifications of diseases, differential diagnosis, and helpful hints for evaluation and management of different skin conditions. An extensive index, albeit in small print, makes navigation through this book facile.
What makes this textbook most attractive is the plenitude of colored photographs, and there are about 400 of them. Each photograph is superb in clarity, speaks volumes, and, accompanied by relevant discussion and documentation, renders this textbook more of a compendium than simply an atlas. The chapter on lesional morphology and assessment even includes three-dimensional graphic representations of skin histology to complement related skin disorders. Where actual photographs are not available, schematic diagrams are used most skillfully, as exemplified by the chapter on the structure and function of the newborn skin.
My only criticism of this textbook is that it does not provide ample pabulum as a source of inquisition for the potential researchers among its readers. For example, the description of vernix caseosa in this textbook is limited to its role as a lubricant and a permeability barrier. Much more is being revealed through current research about this intriguing chalky-white mixture of desquamated skin cells, sebaceous gland secretions, and shed lanugo hairs. The lipid and protein composition of the vernix might mirror thepulmonary surfactant production evolving with advancing gestational age. Surfactant-associated proteins might be necessary for the detachment of the vernix from the skin. The nitrogen-containing amino acids, such as glutamine and asparagine, in the detached and swallowed vernix might exert trophic effects on the fetal gut. Readers of future editions of this textbook might benefit from a greater foray into the research aspects, contemporary observations, and suggestions for future investigations.
Despite this shortcoming, this textbook, one of the few dedicated solely to the subject of neonatal dermatology, is a tour de force as a guide to the clinicians in their quest to understand the nuances of the neonatal skin. The wide extent of coverage, easy readability, and superb illustrations make it worthwhile having access to this textbook in a bedside library. For a price tag of US$145, it is simply a great bargain. 
